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NOTE. 
The Etymology of soenos. 

Prellwitz, in his Etymological Dictionary, under the word 
odivos, assigns it, together with vdevapos and aOevm, to a root 
V siheno, and connects with them Norse stinnr 'firm, strong,' 
Anglo-Saxon sift. The connection of the Germanic words with 
adlvos is also assumed by Streitberg, Urgerm. Gram., p. 114. 

The root ^ stheno is evidently postulated ad hoc, and very 
unnecessarily. The only occurrence of a6tvap6s in Homer is the 
late passage I 505, after which it is taken up by the tragic poets ; 
and it was most probably coined from <r6ivos after the model of 
(ipiapos. 

On the other hand, vdiva> is not a fully developed verbal system 
— only forms of present and imperfect are quoted — and is confined 
to the tragic poets, and to late epic poetry and prose. I believe 
it is called forth by the fact that fUvos, which is associated with 
adevos both in sound and meaning, had by its side pJva in the 
sense ' to stand firm ' in battle. So that we are left with <r&W for 
the starting-point of this group of words, and the probability is 
that its isolated position is due to the operation of phonetic laws 
that have concealed its original relationship. 

If Zubaty is right in maintaining that the Greek reflex of Indo- 
European sth- is or- (cf. KZ. XXXI 4 f.), the connection of aOevos, 
stinnr, stift is demonstrably wrong. Zubaty's suggestion that it 
is to be connected with dhdna- 'kampfesbeute' (1. c, p. 4, note) 
is, as he points out, objectionable on account of Avestan gao- 
dana-, and has, besides, little to recommend it. 

The words with which one would like to associate o&W are the 
group Sanskrit sahas, Avestan hazo, Gothic sigis. The root from 
which these words are derived is represented in Greek by ?^<o 
and its derivatives, and may be reconstructed as *seghe- in its 
Indo-European form. The variation of palatals and gutturals is 
well recognized; cf. Brugmann, Grund. I 2 547; Noreen, Abriss, 

1 As ppuipo; has no noun by its side, the new formation is etymologically 
clearer, and hence more serviceable. 
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p. 199, and the literature cited there. Beside this root seghe- we 
find forms with a guttural (cf. Hirt, Der idg. Ablaut, §495) : San- 
skrit dsaghnos (RV. i. 31, 3), asaghnor bhdram 'thou didst over- 
come the burden,' sahvan- 'powerful,' Greek ix v P° s < °X V P°*> Old 
High German sign, Gothic sihu, miswritten for *sigu. As the 
labialization of a labio-velar guttural disappears, both in Greek 
and Germanic, before a following «-, we may reconstruct *se^heiM- 
for the Indo-European root. A third form, *se$Ae- (possibly a 
contamination of the two preceding forms), is vouched for by 
Sanskrit saghat, RV. i. 57, 4, and this with loss of the vowel of 
the first syllable — a type recognized for this category ; cf. Hirt, 
op. cit., §843 — and the suffix -nos yields *z&h£-nos, which in turn 
will become in Greek o-&W. 

For the suffix *-nos cf. Latin plg-nus, Sanskrit rek-nas, and 
Brugmann, Grund. II 389. Such picking up of a preceding 
sound by a suffix must rest on a false division of a word in which 
the sound belongs to the stem; compare, e. g., ego-tism : despot- 
ism, tobacco-nist : pian-ist. In the present case the starting-point 
for adi-vos may perhaps be found in the closely associated nevos. 
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